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By  Consul  William  Bardel,  St.  Michael's,  June  9. 

The  commerce  and  industries  of  the  Azores  have  been  generally 
unsatisfactory  since  the  European  hostilities  commenced  in  1914, 
but  conditions  became  worse  when  Portugal  entered  the  war.  There 
was  a  hirge  increase  in  1916  in  total  imports  into  the  Azores,  but  this 
includes  the  trade  among  the  different  islands  and  heavy  transship- 
ments of  coal,  for  which  many  steamers  from  the  United  States 
called,  as  cargo  space  was  so  valuable  that  bunkers  were  only  partlj^ 
filled. 

In  past  years  large  shipments  of  pineapples  were  sent  to  England 
and  Germany  in  exchange  for  the  finished  products  of  those  coun- 
tries, notably  cotton  and  w^oolen  goods,  hardw^are,  paints,  and  chemi- 
cals. At  present  goods  of  all  descriptions  are  most  difficult  to  obtain 
from  England  and  France,  and  trade  Avith  Germany  is  entirely 
suspended.  With  the  Euroj)ean  market  practically  closed  and  only 
the  limited  supplies  of  the  mother  country,  Portugal,  to  draw  on,  the 
islands  Avere  attracted  more  and  more  to  the  United  States,  but 
hope  of  extensive  commerce  was  discouraged  by  the  absence  of  ship- 
ping facilities  and  the  constantly  rising  American  dollar.  If  an 
American  merchant  marine  had  been  available,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  bulk  of  Azorean  trade  would  have  been  diverted  to  the 
United  States. 

Scarcity  of  Labor  Handicaps  Agricultural  and  Other  Industries. 

There  were  plentiful  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  beets,  and  beans  in  1916, 
but  the  labor  shortage,  occasioned  by  continual  emigration  and  by  the 
departure  of  men  called  to  the  colors,  made  harvesting  so  expensive 
that  growers  had  to  ship  most  of  their  products  to  Portugal,  where 
high  prices  gave  them  a  fair  profit.  This  left  small  supplies  of  food- 
stuffs for  local  consumers  and  doubled  the  cost  of  living  here. 

The  pineapple  industry  on  St.  Michael's  suffered  from  the  embargo 
placed  upon  luxuries  by  most  of  the  belligerent  countries.  The  pro- 
duction in  1916  was  greatly  reduced,  but  still  far  ahead  of  the  de- 
mand. The  Azores  fruit  has  never  made  much  headway  in  the 
American  market,  although  in  quality  it  compares  favorably  with 
other  varieties. 

The  impossibility  of  obtaining  raw  material  brought  to  a  standstill 
the  manufacture  of  embroideries  on  the  island  of  Terceira,  which 
had  assumed  considerable  importance  before  the  war.  The  sugar, 
alcohol,  and  tobacco  industries,  each  represented  by  one  factory  on 
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St.  Michael's,  were  fairly  active  during  the  past  year,  but  their  profits 
were  reduced  by  the  scarcity  of  labor. 

Trade  with  United  States. 

In  declared  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  St. 
Michael's  for  the  United  States  there  was  a  decrease  of  about  50 
per  cent  from  1015.  The  values  of  the  principal  articles  shipped 
duriiio-  the  past  two  vears  were:  Salted  fish.  $1,46G  in  1915  and  $484 
in  1916;  hemp,  $12,481  and  $5,990;  pineapples,  $2,878  and  $1,415;, 
and  sweet  potatoes,  $996  and  $1,576;  total,  including  other  articles, 
$18,954  in  1915  and  $9,940  in  1916.  The  Fayal  and  Terceira  agencies, 
which  recorded  shipments  of  embroideries  and  fish  Avorth  $2,081  and 
$1,334,  respectively,  in  1915,  did  not  i-eport  any  items  for  the  United 
States  in  1916. 

Coal  was  the  only  commodity  imported  from  the  United  States  in 
appreciably'-  larger  quantities  during  the  past  year,  and  most  of  it 
was  reexported  in  ships'  bunkers.  The  import  of  American  flour  was 
accidental,  a  cargo  destined  for  England  having  been  sold  here  when 
the  schooner  transporting  it  was  wrecked.  Higher  prices  and  heavier 
freight  charges  caused  the  gains  in  other  American  goods,  such  as 
gasoline,  petroleinn,  and  tobacco.  Freights  and  dollar  exchange  were 
both  so  high  that  imports  of  American  manufactures  were  restricted. 
The  mercantile  stocks  of  the  Azores  are  so  low  at  present  that  many 
necessities  are  not  to  be  had. 

The  establishment  of  a  parcel  post  between  the  Azores  and  the 
United  States  would  bring  great  relief  to  local  merchants  and  a 
considerable  expansion  in  trade. 
Exports  from  the  Azores. 

The  vaiile  of  the  principal  articles  exported  to  all  countries  from 
the  }Jorts  of  Ponta  Delgada,  on  St.  Michael's,  and  Horta,  on  Fayal, 
during  the  past  two  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

FROM  PONTA  DELGADA. 

$60, 134 
117,145 

11,647 
267,481 

12,476 

12,236 

991 

419, 165 

5,499 

215,544 

73,760 
224,754 

61,586 

• 

§122,783 

414,425 

21,635 

34,957 

5,3% 

FROM  HORTA. 

Butter 

«21,S75 
6,496 
22,091 
11,116 
17,671 
33,269 

$27,981 

Beans               .                    .   . 

Cattle 

5,770 

Hides 

Com 

41,.5«9 

Indian  corn 

Hides 

12,335 

Mineral  water 

Oil 

14,772 

Oil 

All  other  articles 

32,736 

36, 750 

19,244 

8,688 

354,606 

60,5.36 
296, 152 

50,614 

Total 

112,518 

135,183 

Potatoes 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Total 

1,482,418 

1,426,086 

The  exports  from  Angra,  on  Terceira,  nearly  all  of  which  went  to 
Portugal,  Madeira,  and  the  other  Azores,  were  valued  at  $541,233  in 
1915  and  $387,700  in  1916. 

The  grand  total  of  exports  from  all  the  islands  of  the  group  was 
$2,136,169  in  1915  and  $1,948,969  in  1916. 
Imports  from  Principal  Countries. 

Portugal  supplies  most  of  the  imports  into  the  Azores,  with  Great 
Britain  second  and  the  United  States  third.    The  share  of  these  in 
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the  trade  of  the  past  two  years,  and  the  total  from  all  countries,  is 
given  in  the  accompanying  statement.  The  figures  are  for  the  islands 
of  St.  Michael's,  Fayal,  and  Terceira,  and  the  totals  include  the 
values  of  articles  entering  into  the  trade  between  Azores  ports, 
resulting  in  some  duplication. 


Articles. 


Bj^ 

Barley 

Biscuits 

Boots  and  shoes 

Candles 

Cement 

Cheese 

Chemical  products 

Coal 

Coffee 

Coke 

Copper 

Dru.?s 

Earthenware 

Fertilizers 

Fish 

Flour 

Furniture 

Gasoline 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hats 

Iron  and  ironwork 

Leatlior  and  leather  goods. . . 

I  jquors 

Machinery  and  agricultural 

implements 

Matches 

Molasses 

Motor  cars  and  parts 

Oil,  lubricating 

Paints 

Paper 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Rope  and  cordage 

■  Rubber  goods  and  tires 

Salt 

Seeds  and  plants 

Sewing  machines 

Soap: 

Ckimmon 

Toilet 

Spices 

Sugar 

Sweets 

Textiles,  wool 

Tobacco 

Tooh  and  hardware 

Wheat 

Terceira  imports,  n.  e.  s 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Total  imports. 


$4, 775 
12,953 

4,482 
19, 014 

9,628 


2«,626 

376,  Ml 

•  6,034 

1,120 


9,594 
14, S97 
16,349 
37,  S98 
49, 626 

5,.S11 

1,684 
73,852 

2,346 
92,331 
70, 243 


4,611 


1,299 

7,852 
25, 566 

8,391 
58,  .563 
31,053 
11,371 

1,990 
849 


5,035 
7,923 

54,091 

2,735 

12, 579 

42,710 

12,941 

457, 759 

25,993 

21 ; 382 

55, 643 

531,060 

4a3, 251 


2,623,961   4,082,062 


$27,879 
15,  IS? 

0, 57C> 

4,056 

9,431 

6, 454 

27,057 

12, 862 

1, 116, 2.57 

10,032 

7,207 

2,011 

11,017 

7,013 

19.299 

38, 242 

167, 545 

9,4.39 

9,978 

6, 735 

4,086 

22.433 

48, 5SS 

10. 297 

16,320 
30;097 
4.593 
9,586 

10. 298 
5,401 

23,773 

47,418 

12,244 

3, 818 

8,060 

28, 840 

70, 638 

1,747 

39, 9G5 

3,418 

4,697 

40, 074 

0, 951 

417.931 

177, 21)1 

20,002 

825 

1,273,245 

216, 783 


United  States. 


1915         1916 


S4, 647 

506 

2,929 

2 


7,175 

41,875 

10 


22 

349 

4,979 


410 

842 

714 

2 

4,228 


3,195 


1,299 

5,838 

2,008 

230 

240 

27,3,53 

.599 

314 

260 


25 
3,756 


645 

1,197 

27,695 

9,000 

531 


19,336 


173,881 


SI,  925 
1 
10 


1,005 

190, 706 

17 


1,893 

64 

2,031 

5, 085 

190 

08, 852 


9,978 

988 


6, 571 
4,075 


4,290 


1.011 

s;  301 

1,282 

472 

071 

44, 785 

"'577' 
1,709 


335 
26 


377 

144 

29,631 

17,828 

431 


25,421 


431,809   302,742 


Great  Britain. 


1915  1916 


85 

7 

422 

0,298 


5, 1.30 
240, 736 


1,120 


202 
184 
199 
13,704 
342 


842 
141 

184 
6, 874 


58 


611 
2,Ov51 

925 

3,094 

4 

534 


72 
120 

1,363 

909 

291 

59 

205 

9,885 
945 

1,303 


3,582 


$277 

3a3 

154 

3,514 


1,483 
922, 563 


7,207 
375 
145 

382 
130 
45 


394 


3,052 
112 


3,027 


3,405 

416 

3,141 


653 

878 


2,801 

1.991 

304 

22 

555 

45,055 

1,285 

456 


26, 1.52 


1,032,248 


Portugal. 


1915  1910 


512,302 

1,351 

18,590 

3,330 


12,444 
"6,'36i 


9,339 
13,400 
11,171 
20,372 
49, 284 

5,401 


67,  .508 
2,128 
78, 239 
57, 280 


20,020 
7,519 

55, 517 
2, 775 
7,078 


1,082 


53,282 

1,709 

12, 288 

119 

11,509 

303; 182 

2,580 

11, 987 

38,927 

531,000 

311,263 

1,741,003 


S27, 879 
15, 183 
6,299 
1,698 
9,276 
2,930 
27,057 
9, 512 
2,928 
9,905 


10,674 
4,998 
14,078 
37,982 
98,093 
9,439 


3,863 
4,086 
12, 487 
44,401 
10, 297 

8,217 

30,097 

3,582 

1,200 

5,364 

4,144 

15,032 

2,633 

11,  .587 

2,363 

5, 894 

28, 840 

20,340 

1,329 

30, 824 

1,138 

4.393 

46,2.35 

6, 243 

32.5,378- 

1.56, 233 

18.792 

825 

1,273,245 

138,360 

2,517,953 


Increases  were  registered  in  1916  in  the  following  items:  Bags, 
barley,  cheese,  coal,  coffee,  coke,  copper,  drugs,  fertilizers,  fish,  flour, 
furniture,  gasoline,  hats,  liquors,  machinery  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments, matches,  molasses,  motor  cars  and  parts,  petroleum,  rice,  rope 
and  cordage,  rubber  goods  and  tires,  salt,  seecls  and  plants,  toilet 
soap,  sugar,  and  tobacco.  The  largest  decreases  occurred  in  biscuits, 
candles,  cement,  chemical  products,  earthenware,  glass  and  glassware, 
iron  and  ironwork,  leather  and  leather  goods,  lubricating  oil,  paints, 
paper,  sewing  machines,  common  soap,  spices,  sweets,  woolen  textiles, 
and  wheat. 
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Shipping  Statistics. 

The  activity  in  shipping,  greater  last  year  than  for  a  decade,  was 
due  to  more  vessels  calling  at  the  three  Azores  ports  for  coal.  The 
nationality  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  arriving  and  departing  in 
1916  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Nationality. 


Ponta  Dclsiada: 

American 

British 

Danish 

French 

Grc«k 

Italian 

Japanese 

Norwegian 

Portuguese 

Spanisli 

All  other  coimtrics 

Total 

Horta: 

American 

British 


Num- 
ber. 


30 
115 
10 
28 
12 
■17 
5 
20 
118 


Tons. 


67,332 
656.259 

20. 669 
140, 936 

41.881 
325, 141 

26. 215 

44, 752 
135,080 

23,365 

44,515 


1,526,118 


31, 750 
134, 907 


Nationality. 


Horta— Continued. 

Dutch 

French 

Italian 

Norwegian 

Portuguese 

Russian 

All  other  countries 

Total 

Angra: 

French 

Portuguese 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Num- 
ber. 


16 

111 

2 


129 


Tons. 


85,355 
146,275 
78,977 
63,446 
75,875 
16,202 
73,164 


705,951 


91, 145 

126, 659 

1,004 


218, 808 
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